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France, Austria, and Prussia (July 28, N.S.). The final text of this document, drafted by Napoleon, after reciting the pertinent articles of the treaties of Kuchuk Kainardzhi and Adrianople, provided that "the Sublime Porte . . . promises that the existing state of things shall in no wise be modified without previous understanding with France and Russia." Nicholas, who was officially but secretly informed of the contents of the note and, it is believed, had influenced its tenor and wording, accepted at once (August 5, N.S.), but Turkey demurred and suggested amendments to which Russia was not likely to agree and which therefore amounted to a rejection (August 20, N.S.). There were various reasons for the intransigence of the Porte. Russian arrogance and the occupation of the principalities had fanned nationalistic feelings and religious fanaticism to a point where there was a widespread popular demand for a holy war. The military position of the Ottoman government was strengthened by the arrival at Constantinople of the Egyptian army and fleet and by the presence in Besika Bay of the Anglo-French squadrons, which were practically committed to assist Turkey in case of a Russian attack. Stratford, whose own plan for the settlement of the dispute had been discarded in favor of the "Vienna note/' made no secret of his disapproval of the latter, although officially he urged its acceptance-
Temporarily Russia appeared in a stronger diplomatic position than Turkey: she had accepted the offer of the four Powers which the Porte had rejected. In the middle of September, however, it became known t'hat St. Petersburg had read into the "Vienna note" a much wider right of intervention in Turkish affairs than was intended by its authors. This 'Violent interpretation/' as Clarendon called it, was held in England and France to be conclusive evidence of the tsar's duplicity. Alarmed by the turn of events, Nicholas endeavored to reassert his influence with his Austrian and Prussian allies and to placate the Maritime Powers. On September 26, N.S., he visited Francis Joseph * at Olmiitz, and a week later the two emperors and the king of Prussia met at Warsaw. The tenor of the Olmiitz conversations was conciliatory. The tsar expressed solicitude about the British fleet in Besika Bay and suggested that it might enter the Dardanelles during the autumn storms; he spoke of evacuating the Danubian principalities as soon as Turkey accepted his conditions; and he dropped the 'Violent interpretation" of the "Vienna note/' The Qlmiife meeting produced a new prapos&l, transmitted to England and France by Count Karl